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WE OFFER FULL-SERVICE BOOKKEEPING TO TAKE THE 
STRESS OFF OF YOU. WHETHER YOU NEED US WEEKLY OR 
MONTHLY, EMAIL OR CALL US FOR A PERSONALIZED QUOTE.

April Scarborough
Email: APRIL@CSC-BOOKKEEPING.COM
Web: WWW.CSC-BOOKKEEPING.COM
Phone: (863) 266-1891

	Tracking and Organizing Income and Expenses
 Bank and Credit Card Reconciliations
 AR – Invoicing and Processing Payments
 AP – Bill Pay and Management
 Monthly Financial Statement Preparation
 Payroll Processing, HR Compliance, and Sales Tax Filings
 Personal Financial Review & Organization

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

iCRYO Middletown
elevate your lifestyle

ICRYO MIDDLETOWN OFFERS

Cryotherapy, Red Light Therapy, IV Drip 
Therapy, EmSculpt Neo/Tone, Infrared 

Sauna, Compression Therapy, Ozone UV 
iV, Seca Scale, and Hyperbaric Therapy

Visit ICryo in Middletown for your 
complimentary wellness tour.

icryo.com/location/middletown-ny

Call Now: (845) 673-1022
690 N Galleria Dr Suite 5,

Middletown, NY 10941

Monday - Friday: 8am - 8pm
Saturday: 9am - 7pm
Sunday: 10am - 4pm

@icryo_middletown
iCRYO Middletown

MEDICAL SPA

Bill Herlihy
Icryo Middletown 
(845) 673-1022
www.icryo.com/locations/middletown-ny

LEGAL SERVICES

Diana Cortes-Vega, Esq 
The Law Firm of Diana Diaz PLLC
(631) 875-8759
 www.diazattorney.com

WEALTH MANAGEMENT / 
FINANCIAL ADVISORS

Select Wealth Partners
(845) 615-9500
 www.selectwealthpartners.com

REAL ESTATE

Ed Taraskewich / Bernadette Giordano
Howard Hanna Rand Realty
(845) 294-7227
Hudsonvalleyreteam@gmail.com

JOIN THE TEAM! To learn more about becoming an expert contributor,  
contact Marcia at Mrodriguez@bestversionmedia.com or 917-608-1196.

E X P E R T 
C O N T R I B U T O R S
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Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and 
advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of 

Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations, 
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not 
responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content 

submitted, inclusive of materials generated or composed through artificial 
intelligence (AI). All content submitted is done so at the sole discretion of 

the submitting party. © 2025 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.

Have feedback, ideas or submissions? 
We are always happy to hear from you! Deadlines for 
submissions are the 15th of each month. Go to www.

bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.” You 
may also email your thoughts, ideas and photos to: 

Mrodriguez@bestversionmedia.com.
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ADVERTISING

Dear Goshen Residents

As the lights twinkle through the village and the air fills with the scent of pine 
and fresh-baked treats, I’m reminded of just how magical this season starts to 
feel in December. It’s a time filled with gratitude, connection, and the spirit of 
giving—a perfect reflection of what makes Goshen such an extraordinary town.

This month, we are thrilled to feature Chef Luis and his brother Manuel Naula—
Goshen residents whose inspiring journey from humble beginnings has led them 
to create something truly remarkable. Their story is one of family, perseverance, 
and passion, now shared with the community through their heartfelt 
commitment to bringing joy and homegrown, delicious cuisine to the table.

Our Charity Spotlight this month holds a special place in my heart. I had 
the pleasure of sitting down with the President of the Board of the Junior 
League of Orange County, NY (JLOCNY), where I was deeply inspired by their 
unwavering dedication to serving the women and children of our community. I 
am humbled to personally witness the lasting impact their vision will have on 
generations to come.

Be sure to explore our Calendar of Events, where you’ll find Goshen at its 
best—neighbors coming together for toy drives, holiday gatherings, and festive 
family celebrations. Don’t miss the annual Tree Lighting at Village Green—an 
evening that perfectly captures the heart and harmony of the community.

Our Expert Contributors, the Hudson Valley Real Estate Team, remind us that 
financial planning for the new year begins with assembling a trusted team of 
professionals who can help guide you toward your goals—no matter what stage 
of planning you’re in.

This season, I encourage you to give the greatest gift of all—the gift of giving 
back. It will reward you in ways no bow-tied box ever could. As we step into 
the new year, take a moment to reflect on those who have gone the extra mile 
for you—a neighbor, a family member, or a local business owner whose act of 
kindness made a difference. Reach out to us! These are the stories we want to 
continue celebrating in these pages.

From all of us here at Goshen Living Magazine, thank you for being part of our 
journey and for letting us be a part of yours. Wishing you and your loved ones 
a joyful holiday season and a happy, healthy New Year!

With gratitude,

Marcia Rodriguez
Publisher

MARCIA RODRIGUEZ
Publisher

JENNIFER ROJAS
Content Coordinator

JESSICA BOWER
Contributing Photographer
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S
December

TUES., DEC. 2

Planning Board Submission Date for 
December Meeting
@ Goshen Village Hall, 276 Main 
St, Goshen, NY 10924
villageofgoshen-ny.gov/calendar

WED., DEC. 3

Christmas Wreath Workshop
Hosted by Twin Ponds 
Greenhouse & Goshen Chamber 
of Commerce
@New Street Lounge, 14 New St, 
Goshen, NY 10924
Time: 6-9pm
Tickets available at 
goshenchamberofcommerce.com

THURS., DEC 4

Jingle & Mingle 
Goshen Chamber of Commerce 
Takes Over The Castle
@The Castle Fun Center 109 
Brookside Ave, Chester NY 10918
Tickets available at 
goshenchamberofcommerce.com

FRIDAY., DEC. 5

Elf Sleigh In
@ Goshen Public Library & 
Historical Society, 366 Main St, 
Goshen, NY 10924
Children’s Program – Grades K–6
Design your own sleigh and cozy 
up inside with popcorn for a 
showing of the classic holiday 
movie Elf!
Time: 4–6 pm Free for Kids!
goshenpubliclibrary.org

SAT., DEC. 6

Holiday on the Village Green
@ Village Green, Main St,  
Goshen, NY 10924
Celebrate the season in 
downtown Goshen with festive 
shopping and holiday cheer! 
Enjoy the Holiday Pop-Up 
Boutiques (1–6 pm), Christmas 
Parade (around 5 pm), Santa’s 
arrival, caroling, a reading of ’Twas 
the Night Before Christmas, and 
the annual tree lighting.
Time: 1–6 pm
villageofgoshen-ny.gov

SUNDAY., DEC 7

Breakfast with Santa
@The Castle Fun Center 109 
Brookside Ave, Chester NY 10918
Enjoy a Tasty Breakfast with 
Santa & Mrs. Claus, Photo Ops 
and Christmas Crafts
Time: 9-10:30am
Cost: $12 for Adults $6 for Kids 
Ages 4+ Kids 3 & Under are Free
thecastlefuncenter.com

MON., DEC. 8

Cocoa Party
@ Goshen Public Library & 
Historical Society, 366 Main St, 
Goshen, NY 10924
Family Program
Drop in to celebrate National 
Cocoa Day! Enjoy hot cocoa, 
cookies, and crafts, including a 
fun sip-and-paint activity.
Time: 4–6 pm
goshenpubliclibrary.org

MON., DEC. 8

Village Board Meeting
@ Goshen Village Hall, 276 Main 
St, Goshen, NY 10924
Time: 7–8:30 pm (listed start 7 pm)
villageofgoshen-ny.gov/calendar

TUES., DEC. 9

Teen Try-Its: DIY Snow Globes
@ Goshen Public Library & 
Historical Society, 366 Main St, 
Goshen, NY 10924
Teen Program – Grades 6–12
Drop in to make your own winter 
snow globe.
Time: 3–4:30 pm
goshenpubliclibrary.org

TUES., DEC. 9

Joint Recreation Commission  
(JRC) Meeting
@ Goshen Village Hall, 276 Main 
St, Goshen, NY 10924
Time: 7–8:30 pm
villageofgoshen-ny.gov/calendar

WED., DEC. 10

Custom Etched Cookie Jar
@ Goshen Public Library & 
Historical Society, 366 Main St, 
Goshen, NY 10924
Adult Program
Design a custom stencil to 
personalize a glass jar using 
the Library’s Cricut Maker 3. 
Participants need a free Cricut 
Design Space account. Feel free 
to bring your own device for the 
design phase.

Time: 6-7pm
goshenpubliclibrary.org

SAT., DEC. 13

Santa Brunch Party
@Somni Tapas Restaurant, 15 
Lake St Monroe, NY 10950
Indulge in festive favorites while 
the kids meet Santa. Limited 
seating available.
Time: 10:30am - 3:30PM
somniny.com

SAT., DEC. 13

The Reading Room – Cornerstone 
Theatre Arts Staged Reading: The 
Game’s Afoot
@ Goshen Public Library & 
Historical Society, 366 Main St, 
Goshen, NY 10924
Adult Program
Enjoy a staged reading of The 
Game’s Afoot (or Holmes for the 
Holidays) by Ken Ludwig. Set in 
December 1936, Broadway star 
William Gillette invites his cast 
to his Connecticut castle for a 
weekend of revelry that takes 
a murderous turn. Directed by 
Evelyn Albino and featuring 
Cornerstone Theatre Arts.
Time: 2–4:30 pm
goshenpubliclibrary.org

SAT., DEC. 13

Holiday Cider Dinner
@Ochard Hill Cider Mill,  
29 Soons Circle New Hampton, 
NY 10958

WRITTEN BY JENNIFER  ROJAS

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S
© Best Version Media
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Discover a mortgage experience designed around you. 

Your Home. Your Vision. 
Your Mortgage Partner.
Since 1998, Michael has guided families in the Hudson Valley 
toward stress-free homeownership. With access to dozens of 
loan programs and a personalized strategy built around your 
financial goals, he’s the trusted partner who ensures every 
detail is handled with care.

Personal NMLS18637 
Branch NMLS1971577

Equal Housing Opportunity. All loans subject to underwriting approval. Certain restrictions apply. Call 
for details. All borrowers must meet minimum credit score, loan-to-value, debt-to-income, and other 
requirements to qualify for any mortgage program. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC NMLS3029

(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). See https://crosscountrymortgage.com/licensing-and-disclosures/
state-disclosures/ for a complete list of state licenses. 1971577

MICHAEL GIANNETTO 
Originating Branch Manager

D: 845-496-0836 
M: 516.680.5517
Email: mgiannetto@ccm.com

WWW.CCM.COM/MICHAEL-GIANNETTO

CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC
88 Old Route 9W, Suite 100
New Windsor, NY 12553

Call 
Michael 
today!

Join us for a cozy evening of Six 
Farm to Table Courses paired 
with six Hudson Valley Ciders
Time: 6pm
Limited Seating. $125/ per person

TUES., DEC. 16

Gingerbread House Party – 
Confection Connection
@ Goshen Public Library & 

Historical Society, 366 Main St, 
Goshen, NY 10924
Family Program
Enjoy a festive evening of 
holiday games, colorful crafts, 
and delicious treats! Gingerbread 
House Contest winners will 
be announced. Coffee and tea 
offerings for the Goshen Food 
Pantry are welcome — donors 

are entered in a raffle! Fun for 
all ages. There will be a gift-
wrapping station, so feel free to 
bring gifts to self-wrap!
Time: 5:30–7:30 pm
goshenpubliclibrary.org

TUES., DEC. 16

Planning Board Meeting
@ Goshen Village Hall, 276 Main 

St, Goshen, NY 10924
Time: 7:30 pm
villageofgoshen-ny.gov/calendar
Thurs., Dec. 18
Zoning Board of Appeal Meeting
@ Goshen Village Hall, 276 Main 
St, Goshen, NY 10924
Time: 7:30 pm
villageofgoshen-ny.gov/calendar

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM GOSHEN LIVING MAGAZINE. 
Wishing you and your Family a Healthy and Prosperous 2026!

Quality swimming lessons with 
real results that last a lifetime.
Lessons are 
offered year-
round in our 
warm indoor 
pool, on an 
ongoing basis.

Find a class in 
our schedule 
that works 
for you and 
start and 
stop at your 
convenience!

Classes 
available for all 
ages and skill 
levels starting 
at 3 months!

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.THESWIMSTATION.NET

@theswimstationswimschooltheswimstation Call (973) 714-8067Enroll Today!

Free Trial Swim Lessons – 
Limited Time! Book Today.

© Best Version Media
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WRITTEN BY MARCIA RODRIGUEZ
F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

W hen I walked into Somni Restaurant in Monroe, NY I 
immediately felt something different — a quiet warmth that 
lingers in the air between polished tables and soft lighting, a 
sense that this place wasn’t simply built to serve food, but to 

share a story. Behind it are two brothers, Chef Luis Naula and Manuel Naula, 
whose journey from hardship to hospitality embodies perseverance, faith, and 
the power of a shared dream.

A CHILDHOOD MARKED BY LOSS AND RESILIENCE

When I sat down with Chef Luis, he spoke with the humility of someone who 
has earned every step of his success. “We lost our parents when we were very 
young,” he said softly. “I was 13 and a half, and Manuel was around nine years 
old. I have 2 younger brothers as well. After my parents passed, everything 
changed. There was no money, no one to help. I left school at fifteen and came 
to the United States to find work.”He paused, reflecting. “I came here thinking 
only about my younger brothers — how to help them finish school. Every dollar 
I saved went to bringing them back here to the U.S., one by one, until we were all 
together again.” That bond — built through loss and determination — became the 
foundation for everything that would follow.

FROM PORTER TO RESTAURATEUR

Brother Manuel began his career humbly, working under his brother’s management 
at STK Restaurant in Manhattan. “I started as a porter,” he recalled. “Cleaning 
floors, restocking, doing anything that needed to be done. But little by little, I 
moved up — from porter to runner, learning the rhythm of the restaurant world.” 
It was there that he realized he shared in his brother’s vision — to one day open a 
small, family-run bar and restaurant of their own. “We used to talk about it all the 
time,” Luis said with a smile. “We didn’t have much, but we had the same dream.”

From Loss 
to Legacy:

The Journey of Chef 
Luis & Brother Manuel-

The Somni Story

© Best Version Media



 	 DECEMBER    //   7

A DREAM BUILT TOGETHER

For years, the brothers worked tirelessly — saving, searching, and 
planning for the right moment. “It took about three years of looking and 
saving,” Manuel told me. “We would work double shifts, then spend our 
nights scouting spaces or sketching ideas.”

By 2018, both had settled in Goshen, NY, seeking not only a shorter 
commute but a safer, quieter life for their growing families. Chef Luis 
and his wife, Angelica, a first responder, are raising their six children — 
Luis, Salma, Chantal, Ariana, Giavana, and Axel — while Manuel is the 
proud father of Jocelyn and Brandon. His wife Lourdes is also a first 
responder. Together, the brothers found balance in the community and 
soon discovered a modest space in nearby Monroe that would become 
the home of Somni — a name that fittingly means dream in Catalan.

“The rent was high,” Luis admitted with a laugh, “but the dream was bigger.”

THE INFLUENCE OF GREAT MENTORS

Chef Luis credits his growth and philosophy in the kitchen to the 
remarkable chefs he has had the privilege to work alongside. Among 
them was Chef Paul Liebrandt, Gavin Citron, and Tod Mark Miller, 
to name a few. But his greatest influence — and lifelong mentor — 
was the late Chef David Bouley (May 27, 1953 – February 13, 2024), 
the celebrated American and French chef best known for his iconic 
Tribeca restaurant, Bouley.

“Working for Chef Bouley changed my life,” Luis shared. “He taught 
me that the magic behind a great restaurant isn’t just in the food — it’s 
in understanding the business, the numbers, and the relationships 
that make people want to come back again and again.”

For over eight years, Luis served as Bouley’s purchasing manager, 
overseeing the ingredients and operations that made the restaurant a 
legend. “From him, I learned that excellence is in the details — that the 
business of hospitality is just as important as the art of it.”

In a gesture that still moves him deeply, Chef Bouley gifted Luis many 
of the original tables, chairs, and even kitchen equipment from his 
restaurant — treasures now lovingly preserved at Somni. “It’s a way of 
keeping my mentor’s spirit alive in everything I do,” Luis said.

BRINGING SOMNI TO LIFE

Somni opened quietly, without fanfare — just two brothers, a few 
loyal friends, and a belief that good food and good energy speak 
for themselves. Their concept blended Latin and Mediterranean 

From romantic dinners 
to festive celebrations, 
Somni offers an elegant 
atmosphere, exceptional 

cuisine, and attentive 
service that make every 
occasion unforgettable.

 A Culinary Experience Beyond the Ordinary A Culinary Experience Beyond the Ordinary

Reservations Recommended  
Private Events & Group Bookings Welcome

Spacious Venue Perfect for Birthdays, Rehearsal Dinners, 
Corporate Events

 @somninytapas

15 Lake St., Monroe NY 10950 
www.Somniny.com      (845) 395-9943

© Best Version Media
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Happy Holidays from the Candela Family

Candela’s Plumbing & HVAC is a family-owned and 
operated business proudly serving Orange, Ulster, and 
Sullivan Counties for nearly eight years.

We provide Residential and Commercial comprehensive 
plumbing and HVAC services, including:

 � General Maintenance
 � Repairs
 � New Construction 

Installations
 � Sewer Jetting Cleaning

 � Camera Inspection
 � Underground Repairs
 � Spring/Fall AC & 

Heating Systems 
Maintenance

Our team is dedicated to delivering the highest quality 
service and ensuring your satisfaction every step of the way.

Plumbing & HVAC

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Your Local Family-Owned Plumbing & HVAC Experts

2279 Goshen Tpke, 
Middletown, NY 10940

Contact us today to schedule 
your appointment!

Office: 845-673-1303

www.candelasplumbing.com

influences, reflecting both their heritage and 
their creative curiosity.

“I like to visualize a dish before I cook it,” 
Chef Luis explained. “The colors, the balance. 
I start with tradition but always add my 
own touch — something that feels intuitive, 
something that tells a story.” Today, guests 
come from across the region to experience 
his signature dishes: the tender duck entrée, 
the lamb porterhouse cooked on the bone 
for rich flavor, and other creations that 
reflect both artistry and soul. “They’re all 
my babies,” he laughed. “But the lamb… that 
one feels special. People taste it and say, ‘I’ve 

never had lamb like this.’ That 
means everything to me and to 
see their smiles.”

A CHEF ROOTED IN 
COMMUNITY  
AND NATURE

When asked what he loves most 
about living in Goshen, Chef 
Luis didn’t hesitate: “The peace,” 
he said simply. “The tranquility. 
Those quiet moments give me 
inspiration — that’s when I come 
up with my recipes. ” You can 
often find him at the Goshen 
Farmers Market, where he shops 
weekly for seasonal produce and 

locally grown fruits that inspire his menu. 
“Supporting local farmers is important to 
me,” he added. “Each season brings new 
ingredients and ideas — that’s how I keep 
creating fresh takes on classic dishes.”

THE HEART OF HOSPITALITY

While Chef Luis commands the kitchen, 
Manuel brings warmth to the front of the 
house —crafting cocktails and connections 
with equal precision. “I love creating drinks 
that tell their own story,” he said, describing 
his signature smoked old-fashioned made 

with house-crafted syrups and a touch of 
theater. “It’s simple, but elegant — like the 
restaurant itself.”

Together, the brothers have built something 
that goes beyond cuisine. Somni is a reflection 
of family, resilience, and gratitude — a dream 
realized through discipline and heart.

LOOKING AHEAD

When I asked what comes next, both smiled 
knowingly. “The goal isn’t just to grow,” Luis said.

“It’s to keep building with purpose — to make 
Somni known not just for great food, but 
for what it represents: family, hard work, 
and community.” And then, almost as an 
afterthought, he added with a grin, “Maybe 
one day, even a Michelin recognition. But for 
now, we just want to keep improving, one 
plate at a time.”

As I left Somni that evening, the dining room 
glowed softly behind me — Luis still plating 
in the kitchen, Manuel greeting guests at the 
door. Their story, like their restaurant, is proof 
that dreams built on love and perseverance 
can become something lasting and beautiful.

Somni isn’t just a place to dine — it’s a place to 
live, laugh, and believe.

© Best Version Media
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CRAFT BEER
RESTAURANT

FARM WEDDINGS
DISC GOLF

EVENT SPACE

Fence Road Farm Brewery 
13 Fence Road  
Warwick, NY, 10990

@fenceroadfarmbrewery 
@theoasisatwarwick

Fence Road Farm Brewery 
The Oasis At Warwick

Celebrate the Holidays with Us!

A NEW BREWERY AND RESTAURANT IS OPENING IN YOUR BACKYARD! 
Our focus at Fence Road Farm Brewery is to serve amazing handcrafted beer, 
wine, mead, cider, and seltzer, alongside our fully equipped restaurant 
with foods such as brickoven pizzas and gourmet grilled cheeses. 

Our amazing Event Space is perfect for farm weddings, birthday 
parties, workshops, line dancing, game nights, and any other  
gathering you’d like a fun space for.

© Best Version Media



 	 DECEMBER    //   11

CRAFT BEER
RESTAURANT

FARM WEDDINGS
DISC GOLF

EVENT SPACE

Fence Road Farm Brewery 
13 Fence Road  
Warwick, NY, 10990

@fenceroadfarmbrewery 
@theoasisatwarwick

Fence Road Farm Brewery 
The Oasis At Warwick

Celebrate the Holidays with Us!

A NEW BREWERY AND RESTAURANT IS OPENING IN YOUR BACKYARD! 
Our focus at Fence Road Farm Brewery is to serve amazing handcrafted beer, 
wine, mead, cider, and seltzer, alongside our fully equipped restaurant 
with foods such as brickoven pizzas and gourmet grilled cheeses. 

Our amazing Event Space is perfect for farm weddings, birthday 
parties, workshops, line dancing, game nights, and any other  
gathering you’d like a fun space for.

Level up your game at The Jump, where energy 
meets competition! Featuring three full-size 
basketball and volleyball courts, athletes of all 
ages come to play, train, and compete.

Looking for more? 
Step into our state-of-the-art indoor golf simulators with 
launch monitors, 35+ world-class courses, and fun mini-
games for players of all levels.

THE JUMP

Orange County’s Ultimate Sports Hub
VISIT US: 1717 NY-17M, GOSHEN, NEW YORK 10924

Contact Us: 

Email: 
thejump845 
@gmail.com

Phone: 

845-360-5190

www.thejump845.com

BY JENNIFER ROJAS & MARCIA RODRIGUEZ
S P O R T S

BB Hair Lounge
Bold. Beautiful. Unapologetic.

Where confidence meets color. From bright 
blonding and lived-in balayage to dimensional tones, 

effortless blowouts,  and premium extensions—BB 
Hair Lounge delivers expert results in a space built 

for good energy and real connection.

Walk in feeling like yourself.  
Walk out feeling like you, amplified.

Color • Blonding • Balayage • Blowouts • 
Extensions • Cuts • Style

Follow us  @bbhairloungellc

ATHLETE OF 
THE MONTH: 
For Goshen High School senior Isabella Ok, 
golf began as a family pastime and evolved 
into a lifelong passion. Introduced to the 
sport by her father, Chris Ok (pronounced 
OAK), Isabella and her brother Preston 
quickly discovered that golf offered 
much more than competition—it taught 
patience, focus, and respect for the game 
and others. Her older brother Harrison, 
a talented baseball player, proves that 
athleticism runs deep in the Ok family.

Her father encouraged them to play not 
only for fun but also for the doors it could 
open—personally and professionally—
down the road. That early guidance has 
shaped Isabella into one of New York 
State’s top-ranked high school golfers. A 
four-year varsity player and three-year 
team captain, she has earned first place at 
the Section IX Championship, a top-four 
finish at the NYS Girls Golf Championship, 
and multiple top placements in MET 
PGA Future Series tournaments.

Isabella’s story is also one of family, culture, 
and gratitude. Her parents immigrated from 
South Korea at a young age—her mother 
growing up in Brooklyn, and her father 
settling first in Hawaii before attending 
college in Boston. Isabella was born in New 
Jersey, and the family moved to Goshen, NY 
the summer before her kindergarten year. 
When asked about what she loved most 

about her Goshen hometown, she shared 
“I really like that you know everyone, grew 
up with everyone, the small local shops, 
the small-town feel,” she says with a smile.

Family remains at the heart of her journey. 
Each summer, the Oks travel to visit 
Isabella’s grandmother—either in Hawaii 
or Korea, depending on the weather. 
After tournaments, Isabella and her dad 
share a cherished tradition: a bowl of 
pho and a quiet conversation about the 
day’s play. It’s a grounding reminder that 
success is about more than medals; it’s 
about growth, gratitude, and connection.

Outside of golf, Isabella has always been 
curious and well-rounded—she once 
dreamed of becoming an allergist or 
working in medicine, but her ambitions 
have shifted toward business. She plans 
to play golf in college while pursuing a 
business degree, with a possible focus 
in accounting, though she’s open to 
exploring new paths along the way.

With a 4.0 GPA, leadership roles in multiple 
honor societies, and a love for mentoring 
younger players, Isabella continues to 
inspire those around her. Whether she’s 
teeing off on the green or reminiscing 
about her childhood hamster, her story 
is defined by balance, humility, and joy.

Grace, grit, and greatness—three 
words that perfectly capture Isabella 
Ok, both as an athlete and as a young 
woman poised for a bright future.

Grace, Grit, and Greatness:
Isabella Ok Tees Up a Bright Future

© Best Version Media
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BY MARCIA RODRIGUEZ & GINNY TOWNSEND 
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF THE JUNIOR 

LEAGUE OF ORANGE COUNTY

C H A R I T Y  S P O T L I G H T

USE CODE 

fruitqueen20 
for 20% off!

Price and availability subject to change by location. ©2025 Edible IP, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Edible®, 
Edible Arrangements®, and the Fruit Basket Logo are registered trademarks of Edible IP, LLC.

bring home
holiday cheer

Edible® arranges cozy gatherings and  
grand celebrations. Call or visit  

us to place an order!

Follow us on social media

Instagram ediblearrangementshudsonvalley
TikTok ediblearrangementshv

Junior League of Orange 
County, NY

BUILDING COMMUNITY, 
EMPOWERING WOMEN, & 
INSPIRING A NEW VISION FOR 
THE FUTURE

For more than a century, the 
Junior League of Orange County, 
NY (JLOCNY) has played a 
vital role in strengthening 
our community through 
volunteerism, leadership 
development, and meaningful 
local initiatives. Founded in 1922, 
the League’s story is deeply 
intertwined with the story of 
Orange County itself—responding 
to needs as they arise and shaping 
progress one project at a time.

From supporting food and job 
programs during the Great 
Depression to literacy and 
child-welfare initiatives in more 
recent decades, the League 
has remained a steady force 
for good. “Our work has always 
evolved with the needs of the 
people around us,” says Ginny 
Townsend, President of the 
Board and Goshen resident. 
“That’s what keeps this 

organization vibrant after more 
than 100 years—our members 
listen, adapt, and take action.”

A VISION FOR THE FUTURE: 
THE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM  
OF ORANGE COUNTY

Today, JLOCNY is channeling its 
energy into its newest and most 
ambitious goal yet—the creation 
of a Children’s Museum of 
Orange County. After completing 
a months-long feasibility study 
that gathered hundreds of local 
survey responses, community 
interviews, and focus groups, 
the League is preparing to 
bring the vision to life.

“This initiative has captured our 
hearts,” Townsend shares. “A 
children’s museum will fill a major 
gap in our region—giving kids a 
place to learn, explore, and dream 
right here in Orange County. 
It’s about more than a building; 
it’s about building experiences 
that stay with children for life.”

The proposed museum will 
serve as a hub for creativity, 
play-based learning, and 
community connection—bringing 

together families, educators, 
and local organizations.

A LEAGUE THAT REFLECTS  
ITS COMMUNITY

For Ginny Townsend, the Junior 
League’s strength lies in its ability 
to adapt to and represent the 
places it serves. “Every chapter 
of the Junior League mirrors 
its community,” she explains. 
“In Sacramento, where I once 
served, our focus was nutrition 
because we were in the heart of 
California’s agricultural region. 
In the Bay Area, it was girls in 
STEM. Here in Orange County, 
the children’s museum made 
perfect sense. It’s what our 
families need most right now.”

Townsend’s journey with the 
League spans more than a decade 
and several states. As the wife 
of an Air Force officer, she has 
lived in Omaha, Sacramento, 
San Francisco, and now the 
Hudson Valley—joining a new 
Junior League chapter in each 
city. “The League became my 
anchor every time we moved,” 
she says. “It helped me connect 
with other women, make friends, 

and immediately contribute 
to the local community.”

THE HEART OF THE LEAGUE

At its core, JLOCNY is more than 
a volunteer organization—it’s 
a place where women become 
leaders. Members not only 
serve their community but 
also participate in workshops 
and training designed to build 
skills in fundraising, advocacy, 
and organizational leadership.

“The League is a place where 
women can grow,” Townsend 
says. “You don’t need to come 
in knowing everything—what 
matters is the desire to make 
a difference. The training, 
mentorship, and sisterhood we 
provide empower members to 
lead in every aspect of their lives.”

CELEBRATING SERVICE  
AND LEADERSHIP

In addition to their year-round 
volunteer efforts, JLOCNY 
recently celebrated the 20th 
anniversary of its Rising Stars 
Awards, an annual event 
recognizing local individuals, 

The Junior League’s Century of Impact

Serving With Heart:
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Professional photography that captures 
your personality — and attracts your 

dream clients.

S E R V I N G  T H E  H U D S O N  VA L L E Y

Jessica Bower is a Personal 
Branding Photographer 
specializing in custom-curated 
sessions for entrepreneurs and 
business owners. Her work 
is designed to elevate your 
brand with authentic, high-
quality imagery that reflects 
who you are and what your 
business stands for.

Whether you’re launching, 
rebranding, or simply ready 
to level up — Jessica creates 
visuals that work as hard as 
you do.

CALL: 845.521.8468 • WWW.JESSICAJANEPHOTOGRAPHY.COM

Now booking personalized Branding Photography Sessions.
Let’s bring your brand to life.

Historic Charm. Modern Cocktails. Timeless Nights.

14 New Street, Goshen, NY

See our full event calendar at 
newstreetlounge.com/events

Follow along  @newstreetlounge

W H E R E  G O S H E N  G AT H E R S  S I N C E  T H E  E A R LY  1 9 0 0 S

Step into a space where stories are shared, laughter lingers, and 
every night feels like a classic.

At New Street Lounge, we blend Goshen’s historic soul with a 
fresh twist — handcrafted cocktails, cozy corners, and a vibe that 
feels like home.

There’s always something happening on New Street —

• December 3rd Wreath Making Class from 6-9pm
• December 15th Holiday Paint & Sip from 6-8pm
• December 20th Holiday PARTY! from 7-11pm
• Trivia Night Every Tuesday from 7-8pm
• Poker Night Every Tuesday from 6:30-8:30pm

Whether you’re joining us for a night out or just stopping in, 
you’re always among friends. Because here, good times aren’t 
scheduled — they’re expected.

OPEN 
Christmas Eve 
12pm-12am &

Christmas Day 
6pm - 12am

You’ll see a change in more 
than their math skills!

NOW ENROLLING IN ALL LOCATIONS!

Mathnasium of Goshen 
845-694-7033

98 Clowes Ave., Goshen

Mathnasium of Monroe 
845-682-3825

300 Larkin Dr., Monroe 

SCAN ME

nominated by 
the community 
who go above and 
beyond in their 
professions and 
civic life. More than 
400 community 
leaders have been 
honored through 
this program since 
its inception.

“Our Rising Stars 
embody the spirit of Orange 
County,” Townsend says. “They 
remind us that leadership isn’t 
about titles—it’s about action, 
compassion, and commitment.”

GIVING BACK THIS  
HOLIDAY SEASON

This December, JLOCNY is 
once again spreading holiday 
cheer through its Toy Drive, 
benefiting foster youth across 
Orange County in partnership 
with the Adoptive and Foster 
Family Coalition of New York 
(AFFCNY). Readers can find 
up-to-date information on toy 
drop-off locations and wish 
lists at the League’s website.

HOW TO GET 
INVOLVED

Join the League: 
Membership is open to 
all women interested 
in community service 
and personal growth.

Support the 
Children’s Museum: 
Partnerships are 
welcome to help 

bring this project to life.

Toy Drive: Visit the League’s 
website for drop-off details and 
opportunities to contribute.

Follow Online: Stay connected 
through social media for 
updates on events and 
volunteer opportunities.

“In the end,” Townsend 
reflects, “the League gives you 
an opportunity to put your 
fingerprint on the community—
to help shape the kind of place 
where you want to raise your 
family, where you want to live, 
and where you want others 
to visit. That’s the power of 
collective action—and it’s what 
makes this work so meaningful.”

© Best Version Media
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Expert Guidance for Your Next Chapter

If you’re receiving this issue of Goshen Living, 
then you already know what many others are 
just discovering: our corner of Orange County 
is one of the best places to live, work, and visit 
in the Hudson Valley. Rich history, modern at-
tractions, and top-rated schools all give Goshen 
a lifestyle that’s hard to beat. As your Hudson 
Valley Real Estate Team, we have the plea-
sure of helping both locals and newcomers find 
their place in this vibrant community.

BEYOND THE BASICS
When it comes to buying or selling property, 
we offer more than tours and listings—we 
bring a comprehensive skill set designed to 
give you every advantage in the market.

What You Can Expect:

	▶ Proactive Transaction Management – We 
keep every detail organized and on track 
from start to finish, expertly adapting to 
challenges and changes.

	▶ Financial Guidance – With a background 
in banking, we help you explore and navi-
gate funding options with confidence.

	▶ Strategic Marketing – We use proven 
strategies to maximize your property’s 
exposure and attract the right buyers.

	▶ Exceptional Client Care – We ensure you al-
ways feel supported, informed, and valued.

	▶ Positive Experience – By blending pro-
fessionalism with a hospitality-driven 
approach, we make your real estate 
journey smooth and enjoyable.

INTRODUCING NEXT CHAPTER SERVICES
Life changes—and so do your real estate 
needs. Our Next Chapter services are tailored 
for clients navigating non-traditional transi-
tions, including downsizing, cleanouts, and 
inherited properties.

Specialized Services Include:

	▶ Home Prep & Staging – First impres-
sions matter. We offer professional 
staging by a certified Home Stager to 
declutter, space-plan, and prepare your 
home for a photo-ready presentation 
that attracts top-dollar offers.

	▶ Downsizing & Move Management – 
Moving can feel overwhelming. Our 
team handles planning, packing and 
moving coordination, and relocation 
logistics, making your move stress-free 
and seamless.

	▶ Estate Sales & Transactions – Managing 
an inherited property or estate sale is 
emotional and complex. We offer com-
passionate guidance, hands-on support, 
and clear steps to navigate sales, clea-
nouts, and transfers with professionalism.

LOCAL EXPERTS WITH GLOBAL REACH
Based in Goshen, NY, we specialize in proper-
ties across the Hudson Valley and surround-
ing communities. From charming historic vil-
lages to peaceful lakefront escapes, we know 
how to highlight what makes each home—and 
neighborhood—unique.

Yet, as part of Howard Hanna | Rand Realty, 
we combine our local expertise with inter-

national reach. Through our partnership 
with Leading Real Estate Companies of the 
World®, we can connect you with trusted 
real estate professionals wherever your next 
chapter may lead.

YOUR NEXT CHAPTER STARTS HERE
At Hudson Valley Real Estate Team, we don’t 
just sell homes—we help people move for-
ward. Whether you’re preparing to sell, down-
sizing, relocating, or simply exploring your 
options, our hands-on, full-service approach 
ensures your next chapter unfolds smoothly, 
confidently, and with care.

Now is the perfect time to begin planning. 
With the right strategy and timeline, we’ll 
guide you through every step—from home 
prep and evaluation to cleanouts, marketing, 
and move coordination.

Let’s plan your next move—and your next 
chapter—together. If you’d like to learn more 
about the Goshen and Hudson Valley real 
estate markets, explore our Next Chapter 
services, or simply ask a few questions, we’re 
here to help:

We thank you for taking the time to read our 
article and learn more about Hudson Valley 
Real Estate Team. We look forward to sharing 
additional articles that will keep you, our Gos-
hen and Hudson Valley neighbors, updated on 
the ever-changing world of real estate.

May the holidays bring warmth to your heart 
and happiness to your home, and may the 
new year be full of hope, health, and new 
beginnings. Happy Holidays!

BY BERNADETTE GIORDANO AND EDWARD TARASKEWICH

E X P E R T  C O N T R I B U T O R

Expert Guidance for Your Next Chapter
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Dogwood Acres Family Farm
749 Route 17M • Middletown, NY 10940
845-344-0330 • www.dogwoodacres.farm
Parking for our events is located behind the 
farmhouse on 276 Maples Rd in Middletown.

wagon ride through the lights
reindeer | games | s’mores

fire pits | Santa visits | holiday movies
snowball battle | marshmallow cannon

farm animals | bounces | tasty treats
parade | slingshot cornhole

New Year’s Eve Eve Party
Dec. 30th • 7pm-8pm

Ball Drops at 8pm
FREE PARTY KIT!

Tickets are limited. Rain date 12/29/25

November 28 - December 30 • 5pm - 9pm
FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS, & WINTER BREAK

Kids 2 andUnder FREE

$25
Admissionstarting at

Reind
eer!Live

Look for a

Golden Ticket
in every S’mores Kit

for a chance to win incredible prizes.

I want 
to join in 
the fun!

Tickets are limited!

© Best Version Media
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Rooted in community... From property transactions to protecting your most valuable assets, 
we provide trusted real estate counsel. Beyond the office, we are dedicated to advocacy and pro 

bono work that ensures everyone has access to fair housing and a stronger future.

Your property. Your community. 
Your trusted legal partner. 

Protecting Homeowners. Strengthening Communities.

Call Today for a  
Free Consultation. 

Se habla español.

(631) 875-8759
25 Main Street, Suite 1-3

Goshen, NY 10924

• Estate planning 

• Real estate closings 

• Guardianship 

• Litigation 

Wishing you all a very Happy Holiday Season and a Healthy, Prosperous New Year!

United Hospice —  
Compassion. Comfort. Care.

United Hospice serving Orange and Rockland counties for the past 38 years.

Supporting patients and families with dignity, peace, and love—when it matters most.

At United Hospice, we believe that end-of-life care should be filled with 
compassion, respect, and support for both patients and their loved ones.

Our team of experienced nurses, social workers, and volunteers provides:

• Expert pain and symptom management
• Emotional and spiritual support
• Ready to respond to your needs 24/7
• Bereavement counseling for families

Because every story deserves a peaceful closing chapter.
Learn more about how we can help you and your loved ones today.
Visit unitedhospiceinc.org | Call (845) 634-4974

Your Hometown Hospice
“When Time Matters Most”
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